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Pefinitions

Pontoon bridge — {1 bridge that is madg of largg hollow
containgrs filled with air.

Fascism is a form of government that has a type of ong-party
dictatorship. They work for a totalitarian ong-party statg.
Fascism puts nation and oftgn raceg abovg the individual.

Republicans — in regpublican systgms of government, power is
held by the repregsentatives that they eleet.

Spanish Civil War — (July 17, 1936 — March 28, 1939) was a
military revolt (Ied by Gegngral Franco) against theg Republican
government of dpain. {1 egntral goal of the rgbels was the
destruction of lgft-wing organisations. When an initial military
coup failgd to win eontrol of the gntirg country, a bloody civil
war gnsued. The Nationalists, as the rgbels werg called,
received aid from Fascist Italy and Nazi Ggrmangy. The
Republicans reegived aid from the Sovigt Union as well as from
thg Intgrnational Brigadegs, composed of voluntegrs from
curopg (Francg) and the United States.

The war was an outecome of a polarization of panish life and
politics that had developed over sgveral dgcades. The
Nationalist werg most Roman Catholics, landowners,
busingssmen and part of the military. The Republican werg
arban workers, most agricultural labourgrs, and many of thg
gducated middlg class.

The Republicans surrgndered, bringing the war to an gnd. Up to
a million livgs werg lost during the conflict. Ggneral Franco
segrved as dictator of Spain until his dgath in 1973.



Mnalysis

The barg minimum is told so it is up to the reader to interpret
and to fully understand the story.

The old man is very coneerngd abouat his animals which he left
behind. Hg avoids spgaking dirgctly about death, but the
intgnsity of his anxigty suggests that their deaths arg indeged on
his mind.

The old man’s fatg is apparently sgaled when he finds he cannot
walk any furthger.

The old man was sitting by the roadside for a very long time.
The dust on his clothgs was from the heavy traffic passing by.

He was grhausted by travelling so far and has lost hopg to live
begcausg hg had to Igave his animals to their own fate.

He mentiongd that hg was “without politics” which megans he did
not support any side of the war. In his opinion hg was at a stage
in his life wherg hg only wanted to bg with thg animals who gave
him jog.

Symbolism

The story takes placeg on a bridge. This s¢tting symbolizegs an
obstaclg to ovgrcomg, in this casg the bordgr between lifg and
death. If the old man could managg to et over the bridge, he
might have a chancg of survival.

The cat symbolizegs the survivors, as cats arg associated with
thg thought of having ning livgs and ggngrally being
indgpgndegnt creatures.

The pigeons symbolizgs the ongs that arg ablg to fleg the war.
The fact that the piggons arg later being called doves may give
theg old man a minor hopg, as dovgs arg a symbol of pegacge, and
could thergforg symbolize the hopg of peacg during wartime.



The goat is a sacrificial animal, which symbolizgs the death of
theg old man and thg numerous othegr innocent victims of war.

The story takes placeg on an €aster dunday, which was the dagy
of rgsurrgction for Jgsus. In this story it symbolizgs the changge
in socigty that happgns as war unravels; the hopge from both
partigs of thg war that their victory will Igad to a rgsurrection of
a better socigty (regbirth and changg).

The old man symbolizg all the innocegnt ergatures (peoplg and
animals) whosg livgs arg dgstroyed by war. The dgvastating
gffects of war on citizgns who havg nothing to gain from
conflict.

The old man’s fate is symbolic of the livgs of so many ordinary
peoplg who have suffered during the war.

Theme

The impact of war on the innoegnt (the tragedy of war). The
author’s intgntion is to illustrate the way wars disrupt the lives
of innocgnt peoplg who arg caught up in thg middlg, also the
way it frustrategs thosg who cannot do angthing about if.

Climag

The old man thankKs the soldigr and says that hg knows no ong
in the dirgetion the trucks go. The officer Rgeps telling the old
man to Igavg the placg whilg watching the far gnd of the bank for
gngmy activity. The man trigs to walk but collapsgs.

Irony

lsikg a goat which is sanctifigd, the old man’s fatg is sgaled on
an Caster dunday, a day of hopg and faith.



Qugstions
Why was theg old man’s clothegs dusty?

The old man was sitting by the roadside for a very long time.
The dust on his clothgs was from theg heavy traffic passing by.

Why dogs theg old man look bland and tirgd?

He was gxhausted by travelling so far and has lost hopg to live
becausg he had to Igave his animals to their own fatg.

What dogs the old man megan when he statg “I am without
politics™?

He mentiongd that hg was “without politics” which megans he did
not support any sidg of the war. In his opinion hg was at a stagg
in his life where hg only wanted to bg with theg animals who gavge
him jog.

What is the irony in “Old Man at the Bridge?”

The irong is that likg a goat which is sanctified, the old man’s
fatg is sgalgd on an Caster dunday, a day of hope and faith.

Why arg many people erossing the bridge?

The story is s¢t during the Spanish Civil War and peoplg arg
crossing the bridge to protect themselves from the impegnding
attack by thg gngmy troops.



What is the causg of the old man’s worry and guilt?

The old man beligved that heg has a rgsponsibility to take carg of
his animals. iz was not ablg to fulfill his rgsponsibility and was
worrigd about them.

Why dogsn’t the old man cross the bridge and gscapg to a safer
placeg?

o fig already travellgd twelve Rilometers

o tig was too tired to 8o ang further

o fig was wegak

e tlg had no family and Igft his bgloved animals bghind

o g felt helplgss as hg could not savg his animals; hg
surrgndgred himsglf to his fatg.

What statements from the story suggest that the old man is
about to give up on life? Quote specific statements to back your
answer.

“Thank gou, “ he said and got on to his feet, swayged from side
to sidg and thegn sat down backwards in thg dust. “I was taking
carg of thg animals,” heg said dully, but no longer to me. “

He was lacking strength to continug the journeg. It is as if he
gavg up hopeg when he speaks to himself.

What is the setting of the story? Give details from the story to
support gour answer.

[t is taking placg at a bridge. “There was a pontoon bridgg
across the river and carts, trucks, and men, woman and children
wgrg erossing it.”



How is theg narrator portraged in this story? flow dogs hg treat
the old man?

The narrator is a caring person as hg is trying to convineg the
old man to gathgr the strgngth to carry on. He takes the time to
listgn to theg man although they arg in danggr.

Wnswer the following quegstions is gour literaturg book. The
answers will bg provided next week (wegk 3)

1. What was the old man doing in his nativg town?

What is special about the day theg narrator gncounters the
old man?

Why dogs the old man Igave the animals bghind?

Which animals is the man Igast concerngd about?

The trucks arg crossing the bridge and going whereg?
What is the old man’s native town?

What is the narrator’s job?

How old is the old man?
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